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Pre- ambul
PREAMBLE



The Problem (USA) – 
Gr 4 (Age 10) Reading – 1992-2022





Lack of Systematic Phonics

Emily Hanford



But It’s More 

Than Just 

Phonics







SOR
SCIENCE OF READING



2001



2001



Active View of Reading – 2021 

(Duke& Cartwright)



Active View of Reading – 2021 (Duke & Cartwright))



Active View of Reading -2021

Duke and Cartwright 



Active View of Reading - 2021

Effect Size .70



Active View of Reading – 2021 (Nell Duke)

.70



Active View of Reading - 2021



“Journalists and policy makers often interpret these results to 
mean that students who perform at the below-basic level are 
unable to read (Hanford, 2019) or, at the very least, need to 
revisit phonological decoding and word recognition (White et 
al., 2021). But research examining the profiles of 4th graders 
scoring at the below-basic level shows it is not foundational 
word identification that challenges these students but rather 

vocabulary and meaning-making.”









So, Let’s Work on 

Building Students’ 

Vocabularies



SOME FACTS ABOUT 

ENGLISH VOCABULARY



Did You Know?

English has the largest

lexicon in the world –over

1,000,000 words!

      (Rasinski, Padak, Newton & Newton, 2020)



Each year over 12,000 new words are 

added to the English language!

              (Rasinski, Padak, Newton & Newton, 2020)

Did You Know?



The average 5th grader will meet 

10,000 new words in reading. 

     (Nagy & Anderson, 1984) 

Did You Know?
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Students will need to 

know approximately 

500,000 words by the 

time they finish high 

school!  Nagy & Anderson, 1984 

Did You Know?
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Yet, research has found that 

students can learn only 8-10 

words per week through direct 

instruction (rote memorization, 

dictionary work, etc)

.

                                (Stahl & Fairbanks, 1986)



So, what’s the BEST way to 

teach vocabulary?



So what’s the BEST way to 

teach words?

Not sure there is a BEST way, 

but I do know some not-so-

good way to teach words?





Traditional Vocabulary 

Instruction



There’s Got To Be 

A Better Way



Let’s Start with the notion of  

Patterns



What Can Art Add to Education?

“ I would teach children music, physics, and 

philosophy; but most importantly music (and 

poetry), for the patterns in music and all the arts 

are the keys to learning.”

     Plato



The Human Brain is a 

Pattern Detector 













There are also

Linguistic Patterns help us 

negotiate written language



Primary Grades

Phonics Word Patterns 
Word Families/Phonograms/Rimes



Consolidated-alphabetic phase: students consolidate 

their knowledge of grapheme-phoneme blends into 

larger units that recur in different words.



-ash

• Sash  Flash

• Cash  Gnash

• Lash  Stash

• Clash  Hash

• Crash  Brash

• Smash  Rash

• Splash  Thrash

• Trash  Flashlight



-am

• Ham    

• Bam   

• Jam   

• Pram   

• Ram   

• Sam   

• Slam   

• Clam    

• Cram    

• Scram   



-am

• Ham   Vampire 

• Bam  Ambulance

• Jam   Camera

• Pram   Family

• Ram   Trampoline

• Sam   Scramble

• Slam   Famish

• Clam    Shamble

• Cram   Sample 

• Scram  Amsterdam



-an

• Can  

• Dan  

• Jan   

• Pan   

• Plan  

• Ran

• Van

• Scan



-an

• Can  Candle

• Dan  Dandy

• Jan   Sandal

• Pan   Mandolin

• Plan  Vanish

• Man  Transport

• Van   Expansion

• Scan  Canada



Then What?



Decodables

-Word Family-

 



Word Family Decodable 

Texts

 



Try Poetry for Word Families,



Try Poetry for Word Families,
(Poetry also Promotes Fluency!)



Word Family Authentic 

Decodable Texts - ight

Star light, star bright

 First star I sea tonight

 I wish I may I wish I might

 Have the wish I wish tonight.



Word Family Authentic 

Decodable Texts - ight

Star light, star bright

 First star I sea tonight

 I wish I may I wish I might

 Have the wish I wish tonight.



Word Family Authentic 

Decodable Texts - ight

Star light, star bright

 First star I see tonight

 I wish I may I wish I might

 Have the wish I wish tonight.



Diddle Diddle Dumpling 

- on

Diddle diddle dumpling

My son Jon

Went to bed with his stockings on

One shoe off, one shoe on.

Diddle diddle Dumpling

My son Jon



Ditto Datto Dumpling 

-at

Ditto datto dumpling

My son Pat

Had a shaggy dog and a mighty fat cat.

The cat was a bother so he told him to scat.

Ditto datto dumpling

My son Pat



Instead of this…



Try this…

An –an Poem We Make Ourselves

Diddle dandle dumpling 

Hanna and Stan

Had a dog and his name was Dan.

Dan had fur that was brown and tan.

Diddle dandle dumpling 

Hanna and Stan.



The Garden Song
by David Mallett

Inch by inch, row by row

Gonna make this garden grow

Gonna mulch it deep and low

Gonna make it fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row

Please bless these seeds I sow

Please keep them safe below

‘Till the rain comes tumbling down 



The Garden Song
by David Mallett

Inch by inch, row by row

Gonna make this garden grow

Gonna mulch it deep and low

Gonna make it fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row

Please bless these seeds I sow

Please keep them safe below

‘Till the rain comes tumbling down 





75 MOST COMMON 
WORD FAMILIES



That’s Phonics 
(and Phonics is Important)…

But what about 

Vocabulary?  Word 

Meanings



This?



There’s Got to be a Better Way

to Build Vocabulary



There’s Got to be a Better Way

More Word Patterns
Vocabulary…Morphology/Morpheme

It’s all Greek to me!



Vocabulary…..

It’s all Greek to me!

It should be all Greek (and Latin) if you really want to 

build students’ vocabularies!



The Wright Brothers!



“biplane”  (12 times)



“bip-lane”

“bip-lane”

“bip-lane”

“bip-lane”

“bip-lane”



Morphology

• Morpheme

 Word Part that represents meaning:

 dog, cat, butter, view

  



Morphology

• Morpheme

 Word Part that represents meaning:

 dog, cat, butter, view

 dogs, cats, butterfly, preview



Morphology

• Morpheme

 Word Part that represents meaning:

   Affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

   re-, pre-, ex-, tri-, un-, anti, trans, semi-

 -ed, -s/-es, -or, -ly, -able, -acy



Morphology

• Morpheme

 Word Part that represents meaning:

   Affixes (prefixes and suffixes)

   re-, pre-, ex-, tri-, un-, anti, trans, semi-

 -ed, -s/-es, -or, -ly, -able, -acy

But Morphemes are more than just affixes…   

Base Word Roots

cred, phil, phon, photo, polis, script 



So Why a Word Roots 

(Morphology) Approach to 

Vocabulary Instruction? 

EIGHT REASONS



Vocabulary….. Why Roots?

1.  Word Roots are Easily 
Recognizable/Decodable Word 
Sound Patterns

Bi-

Terra-

Phil/Phile



Vocabulary….. Why Roots?

1.  Word Roots are Easily 
Recognizable/Decodable Word Patterns 
that  represent Meaning as well as 
Sound

Bi- Two Biplane, Bicameral

Terra- Land Terrain, Territory

Phil/Phile Love Anglophile, Philosopher



2. Word Roots are 

Generative!

1 ROOT
word



Bi- Means “2” and Generates

• Bifocals

• Binoculars

• Bilingual

• Biceps

• Bicuspids

• Biannual

• Bipartisan

• Bicameral

• Bicentennial

• Bimonthly

• Bipolar

• Biracial

• Bicycle

• Bisect

• Biped

• Biplane

• Bifurcate 

• Bilateral

• Bicolor

• Bigamy

• Bifunctional 



Remember Mike’s 
vocabulary list?

One of his words was “conjecture”

What if Mike’s teacher 
had chosen to focus on the word root

ject/jet
instead?



“Ject/Jet” means “throw”

 

eject, jettison  



“Ject/Jet” means 

“throw”
Here are just a few more ject/jet words!

 eject, jettison, project, object, 

reject, abject, subject, adjective, 

reject, projector, inject, interject, 

dejected, conjecture,trajectory, 

projectile, injection, 

   objective, subjective…

  



TRAC-, TRACT-

“pull, draw, drag”
 

 TRACE

 TRACTION

 TRACTOR

 



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
abs- 

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex- 

 re- 

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex-  

 re-                              

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex-  

 re-                              

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex-   

 re-                             

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

dis-     

 ex-

 re-                                

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

ex-

 re-                                

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex- 

re-   

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw,drag”



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex-  

 re-

pro-    

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw, drag”

-ion/tion

-or

-ory

-ery

-ful

-ness

-ology

-ologist

-ing

-ed



Roots/Cognates

with Affixes
    abs-    

 sub-

    at-                                 re-

    con-                                     pro-

    de-                                  in-

    dis-     

 ex-  

 re-

pro-    

   trac-tract-
 “pull, draw, drag”

-ion/tion

-or

-ory

-ery

-ful

-ness

-ology

-ologist

-ing

-ed



Tract means “Pull, Draw, 

Drag” and Generates:

• Traction

• Trace

• Tractor

• Retract

• Retraction

• Retractable pen

• Abstract

• Attract

• Attractive

• Attraction

• Distract

• Subtract

• Extract

• Detract

• Contract

• Contractor

• Contraction

• Intractable

• Protractor

• Protracted

140 English Words Belong to the 

Trac/Tract Word Root  Family!



3.  Word Roots Cross Disciplines

Disciplinary Literacy





National Assessment of 

Educational Progress – 2018

US History and Civics

Only 39% of American 8th graders performed at 

“satisfactory” or above.



3.  Why Word Roots?

Roots find their way into 

Academic Vocabulary

Upwards of 90% of academic and 

research related words are 

derive from Latin and Greek. 













4.  Why Word Roots?

Knowledge of  Word 

Roots/Morphemes improves 

Reading Comprehension







The complexity of words only increases from there. In a recent analysis of 1,200 
children’s books designed for ages 7 and up found over 100,000 unique words—
most of which included multiple morphemes.  “If you know something about 
morphology, it dramatically lessens the learning load of learning new words…”



A study of 111 middle grade students in an urban California 

school district found that…

“Students with greater 

understanding of morphology

Kieffer, M.J. & Lesaux, N. K. (2007). “Breaking down words to build meaning: 

Morphology, vocabulary and reading comprehension in the urban classroom.

 The Reading Teacher 61(2), pp. 134-144.

What Does the Research Say?



A study of 111 middle grade students in an urban California 

school district found that…

“Students with greater 

understanding of morphology also 

have higher reading 

comprehension scores…”

Kieffer, M.J. & Lesaux, N. K. (2007). “Breaking down words to build meaning: 

Morphology, vocabulary and reading comprehension in the urban classroom.

 The Reading Teacher 61(2), pp. 134-144.

What Does the Research Say?





Results indicate that 

• a)  Morphological instruction 

benefits all learners.



Results indicate that 

• a)  Morphological instruction benefits 

all learners.

• b)  It brings particular benefits for 

less able readers



Results indicate that 

• a)  Morphological instruction benefits 

all learners.

• b)  It brings particular benefits for less 

able readers

• c)  It is no less effective for younger 

students



What Do the Standards Say?

Key word roots build conceptual knowledge that allows 

students to make semantic connections between words. 

The study of morphology (roots) help students understand 

how words work.



5.  Why Word Roots?

Word Roots Develops 

Students’ Curiosity About 

Words



Roots Foster Curiosity 

About Words

Akron, Ohio



Curiosity About Words

Akron

acro = high or first
Acropolis

Acrophobia

Acrobat

Acronym



Akron

Highest Spot in the State of Ohio?



Akron

Highest Spot in the State of Ohio?

Wrong







High Spot on the 

Ohio and Erie 

Canal



Did You Know?

How Philadelphia 

Got its Name?

Phil/Phile = Love Adelphos = Brother





Do you know anyone who is a neophile? 



6.

So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study 

Actually Happen?



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Weekly Instructional Routine

Ten Minutes Per Day



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Have a 

Weekly 

Word Root 

Focus



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Spaced & Varied vs Massed Practice



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Weekly  Routine

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root

Family



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root 

Family

Analyses:

Divide & 

Conquer



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root 

Family

Analyses:

Divide & 

Conquer Real 

Reading & 

Writing
(Including Cloze)



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root 

Family

Analyses:

Divide & 

Conquer Real 

Reading & 

Writing

Combine & 

Create
(compose English 

words & sentences)



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root 

Family

Analyses:

Divide & 

Conquer Real 

Reading & 

Writing

Extend/Explore

Review
Cloze/Games

Phrase Matching



So How to Make 

Word Root/Morphology Study Happen?

Ten Minutes Per Day

Meet the Root 

and Root 

Family

Analyses:

Divide & 

Conquer Real 

Reading & 

Writing

Unit Review

Assessment
(every 5 Lessons

Extend/Explore

Review
Cloze/ Games

Phrase Matching



So Where to Start

• Choose 1-2 Roots Per Week



So Where to Start

• Choose 1-2 Roots Per Week (April 22) 

• Earth Day

– Geo-

– Terra- 



Geo…
• Geometry

• Geography, Geographic

• Geology

• Geothermal

• Geodesic 

• Geocentric

• Geocyclic

• Geo-economics

• Pangea



Terr(a) = Earth/Land

• Terrain

• Territory

• Terrace

• Terrarium

• Terrazzo 

• Terra Cotta

• Subterranean

• Extraterrestrial

• Mediterranean 

• Terrier 



Social Studies Connections



Terr(a) = Earth/Land

• Terrain

• Territory

• Terrace

• Terrarium

• Terrazzo 

• Terra Cotta

• Subterranean

• Extraterrestrial

• Mediterranean 

• Terrier 

• Terre Haute, Indiana



Lumbricus Terrestis  ?

Scientific name for an earth worm.



Ask Students to Notice Roots



Noticing





Labor Day!

• Labor = Work

– Laboratory

– Laborious

– Belabor

– Laborer

– Collaborate

– Elaborate



Fathers’ Day

Pater-/Patr-

• Paternal

• Paternalistic

• Paternity

• Patriarch

• Patrician

• Patron

• Patronize

• Padre



Fathers’ Day

Pater-/Patr-

• Paternal

• Paternalistic

• Paternity

• Patriarch

• Patrician

• Patron

• Patronize

• Padre

Patriot – Lover of the 

Homeland or  “Fatherland”



Thanksgiving

Grat / Grac = Thanks
• Gratitude

• Grateful

• Grace

• Gracious

• Gratuity

• Gratify

• Ingrate

• Congratulate

• Gracias



A Latin-Greek Roots Word Wall!



Grade 2







Then What?  



The Instructional Routine:
(10 minutes per day)

• Day 1:Meet the Root (Demonstration) 

    Teacher introduces root with discussion & word lists.

• Day  2: Divide and Conquer (Guided Practice)

    Teacher helps students dissect words to unlock meaning.

• Day 3: Read and Reason (Independent reading and 
writing practice in context). Students read passages with 
root words in context. 

• Days 4-5: Extend & Explore
    Students engage with academic phrases & multiple forms of 

words in quick & enjoyable activities! 

 



Tuesday – 

Divide and Conquer



Second Graders and Roots!  

Divide and Conquer



Second Graders and Roots!



Wednesday

Read/Write in Context



Thursday

Word Sorts and More







Friday – Go for the Gold!

Word Games or Assessment

See  timrasinski.com

Resources



But Wait!

There’s more you can do with 

word roots.



Students can Create their own 

Words

• Be the Bard!





Students can Create their own 

Words

• Be the Bard!



Intaxication

Euphoria at getting a tax refund, which lasts 

until you realize it was your money to start 

with!



Cashtration

• The act of buying or building a house, which 

renders the subject financially impotent for 

an indefinite period of time.  



Inoculatte

• To take coffee intravenously when you are 

running late!



Students can “Be the Bard”

Create their own Words

• Autophile
– Car keys

– Mirror

– Wallet full of money



Students can Create their own 

Words

• Autophile
– Auto = self

– Phil/phile = love

Anglophile

Francophile

Philosopher

Philanthropist



Students can Create their own Words

• Matermand



Students can Create their own Words

• Matermand
– Mater/Matr = mother

• Maternal, matriarch, matron



Students can Create their own Words

• Matermand
– Mater/Matr = mother

• Maternal, matriarch, matron

– Mand = order 

• Command, demand, reprimand

mandate, mandatory



Students can Create their own 

Words

Matermand
Mater = mother

Mand = order 

A mother’s order



You Be the Bard
Combine and Create: Invent a Word!

Ante- (before)
Anti- (against)
Inter-
Uni-
Bi-
Tri-
Re-
Pan- (all)
Pre-
Circum-
Semi- (half)

Aqua
Aud (Hear)
Bene (Good)
Cent (100)
Dem (People)
Dent (Teeth)
Mater
Pater
Phil(e) (Love)
Polis   (City)
Psuedo
Terr(a)  (Earth/Land) 

-er/or
-ery
-ful
-ness
-ology
-ologist



Fun Facts--Did You Know?

Dec = 10

Decade, Decathalon, Decimal, Decagon, 



Fun Facts--Did You Know?

Dec = 10

Decade, Decathalon, Decimal, Decagon, 

??? December ???



Did You Know?

Dec = 10
Decade, Decathalon, Decimal, 

Decagon, December 



Building Vocabulary (2nd ed)

Word Families/Rimes 
K-2



Building Vocabulary (2nd ed)

Word Roots
Grades 3+



This year our school purchased the Building 

Vocabulary Toolkit. I have been so encouraged by this 

resource and the intentionality behind the program. 

Previously, I was putting together my own morphology 

units of study and was truly overwhelmed never 

knowing exactly which roots to choose. We love the 

systematic approach to the toolkits, and I feel much 

more confident in my delivery now that we have the 

toolkits at each grade level. Sue/Ellie Lee, English 

Language Arts.  Nashville TN    2022



Here’s an example of an 

actual lesson (Gr 5, Unit 3):

DUC/DUCT = To Lead

Conductor  Introduction

Induce   Aqueduct

Reduce   Tear duct

Deduction  Abduction







31 words derived from 

the duc word root















Extensions







Digital Resources





WORDO



Online Games



Be the Bard

duc/duct

• Circumduction

• Autoduct

• Preproduce

• Exducation



Be the Bard

duc/duct
• Circumduction

• Autoduct

• Preproduce

• Exducation >>>>>  Education



DUC/DUCT = To Lead

Educate, Education, Educator

To lead students out of darkness 

to the light of knowledge 



7. 

Latin- Greek Word  Roots

Next Steps

Continue the Word Root 

Journey



Professional Learning



www.timrasinski.com



www.timrasinski.com

YES!



Can Vocabulary be 

Taught Artfully?







8. 

Does it Work? 

Science of Reading
From the Trenches 





In just one year, Woodlawn School saw 

increases in its standardized test scores for 

reading, particularly at the grade in which 

most teachers were using Latin and Greek 

roots.  



In just one year, Woodlawn School saw 

increases in its standardized test scores for 

reading, particularly at the grade in which 

most teachers were using Latin and Greek 

roots.  

(The percentage of 4th graders  passing went 

up by 28% and for 5th grade it rose 19%)



Alan Becker – 

ELA Supervisor, North Carolina

Introducing systematic Word Roots instruction 

resulted in the three classes of ELA that I was 

teaching a day producing the highest reading 

comprehension growth in the county 

according to the results of our statewide end-

of-grade test.



I attribute our success with the new standards (which mirror 

the Common Core) to our preparation with Greek and Latin 

word parts! Each grade level on the State test had questions 

regarding word parts (roots and affixes).  Every school in our 

district met the reading Annual Measurable Objectives 

(VERY hard to do).

Dr. Nancy Guth

Supervisor of Literacy and Humanities

Stafford County Public Schools

Stafford, VA 



I love how Building Vocabulary gives engaging practice using affixes 

and Greek and Latin roots. Morphological analysis is the only 

vocabulary strategy that the students can transfer independently yet it 

is difficult to find materials that are colorful, engaging, and rich 

instructionally. We are using Building Vocabulary to sharpen 

students' ability to use morphological analysis to construct 

meaning of unknown words, which we know will build their 

reading comprehension. This is especially great for grades 3-5! 

Thank you for the creative, variety of activities to engage all students! 

Love it! 

Virginia Taylor

Reading Coach 

Hillsborough County, FL



Finally…

• Follow me on X (twitter)

– @Timrasinski1

• Or email me at trasinsk@kent.edu

To receive weekly Word Root 

resources/teasers to share with your own 

colleagues

mailto:trasinsk@kent.edu


Morphology Monday







tort = twist



tact/tang = touch











VENI, VIDI, VICI



VENI, VIDI, VICI

I CAME, I SAW, I CONQUERED 



VENI, VIDI, VICI

I CAME, I SAW, I CONQUERED

VOCABULARY! 





How to Use a Thesaurus



How to Use a Thesaurus

Vocabulary Ladders



Vocabulary Ladders

Here’s a set of words that have similar 

meanings – to travel by foot:

Amble  Dash

Walk   Jog 

Traipse  Shuffle

Trot   Plod 

 

 



Vocabulary Ladders
Here’s a set of words that have similar meanings – to 
travel by foot:

Amble  Dash

Walk   Jog 

Traipse  Shuffle

Trot   Plod 

Now order or ladder these words from slowest to 
fastest?

 
 



Vocabulary  Ladders 

Slow to Fast!

Plod
Shuffle
Walk
Traipse
Amble
Trot
Jog
Dash



Vocabulary Ladders

Here’s a set of words that have similar 

meanings – to say or tell:

  Yell   Exclaim

  Whisper Explain

  Murmur  Scream

  Utter   Snicker

 



Vocabulary Ladders

Here’s a set of words that have similar 

meanings – to say or tell:

  Yell   Exclaim

  Whisper Explain

  Murmur  Scream

  Utter   Snicker

 
Now order or ladder these words from softest in volume to loudest.



Vocabulary  Ladders 

Soft to Loud!

Whisper
Murmur
Utter
Snicker
Explain
Exclaim
Yell
Scream



Positive to Negative











Hello Dr. Rasinski,

I mentioned in our last 
communication how much I 
love the vocabulary ladders 
and want to adapt the 
concept for my high schoolers. 
I tried some out with my AP 
Lit students, and they said 
they found them to be fun! 
We used the ladders as a 
catalyst for discussion about 
word nuance and how they 
can use this knowledge in 
their AP test writing. But 
mostly...my 17 and 18-year-
olds said they were fun! lol I 
gave them the bottom and top 
rung, and they filled in the 
rest.

p. 11 HO



Vocabulary Ladders

Old Guy (Happy Birthday Tim)

 Polite

  

 Impolite



Vocabulary Ladders

Old Guy

 Polite

  Sage

  Statesman

  Elder

  

  Impolite

  



Vocabulary Ladders

Old Guy

 Polite

  Sage

  Statesman

  Elder

---------------------------------

  Geezer

  Grumpy Old Man

  Old Fart!

 Impolite

  



Let’s End With

Figurative Language!

Idiomatic Expressions



Figurative Language!

Idiomatic Expressions – 

The study of figurative language and idiomatic 

expressions is largely missing from or limited 

in our reading and ELA curricula and curricular 

materials. Go Figure!



Figurative Language!

And they are often presented in alphabetic 

order …..



We Need a Better Resource



Need a Resource

• www.Idiomconnection.com



Need a Resource

• www.Idiomconnection.com



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic - Baseball

How many baseball idioms can you think of?



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic

How many baseball idioms can you think of?

Let’s see if anyone can “hit a homerun!”



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic

Three strikes and your out

Out in left field

Give me a ballpark figure on that

Anyone ever play hard ball with you?

Anyone every throw  you a curve?

Who’s on deck?

Keep your eye on the ball.

Rounding third and heading home.



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic

And of course ….

Going out on a date and making it past first base?



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic

Now take it to the next level – 

Have students write a story or other text using 

as many baseball expressions as possible.



Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic - Food

How many FOOD idioms can you think 

of?
You’re the apple of my eye

It’s as easy as pie

That’s a half-baked idea

Hard nut to crack

Here’s the story in a nutshell

Ever bite off more than you can chew?



Idiom Wall 
Go bananas!

Very excited!

It’s a piece of cake!

Easy

You’re the apple of my eye Very fond

It’s as easy as pie

Simple, not difficult

That’s a half-baked idea

Not fully thought through

Hard nut to crack

Difficult

Here’s the story in a nutshell Short 

summary

Ever bite off more than you can chew? More than I can 

handle





Teach Idioms by 

Theme or Topic

Here’s an example for Food Lovers

“You’re A Sage Rosemary”





SOR
SCIENCE OF READING



Interactive View of Reading -2021 



A Poem About Words

A word is dead

When it is said,

  Some say.

I say it just

Begins to live

  That day.

 --Emily Dickinson



Veni, Vidi, Vici Vocabulary!  
Conquering Vocabulary through Morphology Instruction
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